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American Periodicals Series 
AMERICAN PERIODICALS SERIES (APS) includes digitized images of the pages of American magazines and 
journals published from colonial days to the dawn of the 20th century. Titles range from Benjamin Franklin’s 
General Magazine and America’s first scientific journal, Medical Repository; popular magazines such as Vanity 
Fair and Ladies’ Home Journal; regional and niche publications; and groundbreaking journals like The Dial, Puck, 
and McClure’s.

APS chronicles the development of America across 150 
years. APS is suitable for all types of researchers, whether 
online novices or information professionals. Because the 
database contains digitized images of periodical pages, 
researchers can see all of the original typography, drawings, 
graphic elements, and article layouts exactly as they were 
originally published.

“I have been very impressed with APS. 
Its inclusion of popular periodicals 
as well as the premier literary and 
cultural journals of the period make it 
particularly valuable.”
–  Sharon Harris, Professor Emerita at University  

of Connecticut
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THE JOURNALS IN THIS COLLECTION COVER 
THREE BROAD PERIODS:
•  89 journals published between 1740 and 1800 offer 

insights into America’s transition from colonial times 
to independence. The journals support research for a 
range of academic fields. Titles include Massachusetts 
Magazine, which published America’s first short stories, 
and Thomas Paine’s Pennsylvania Magazine, which 
reported on inventions. One of the first mass printings 
of the Declaration of Independence, a letter by George 
Washington on the crucial Battle of Trenton, and the 
thoughts of Benjamin Franklin are among the highlights of 
content from this period.

•  The first 60 years of the 19th century became the 
golden age of American periodicals, with general interest 
magazines, children’s publications, and more than 20 
journals for women. Many of the publications reflect on 
the growing debate over slavery, including the serialization 
of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin in National 
Era that preceded the novel. Also available are hard-to-
find materials, such as Edgar Allan Poe’s contributions 
to the Southern Literary Messenger, as well as the first 
appearances of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s stories in New 
England Magazine, and Margaret Fuller’s contributions to 
the Dial.

•  118 periodicals published during the Civil War (1861–
1865) and Reconstruction (1865–1877) eras reflect the 
nation in turmoil and growth, and titles from the 1880s 
through 1900 capture the settling of the West and the 
emergence of modern America. Early professional 
journals, including Publications of the American Economic 
Association and Proceedings of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, popular titles such as Scribner’s and 
Lippincott’s issued by publishing houses, celebrations 
of Americana in Ladies’ Home Journal, and the incisive 
political and social commentary of Puck and McClure’s 
illustrate the variety of the American experience.

ENGAGE YOUR FULL PROQUEST COLLECTION!
Cross-search with other digital primary-source content on 
the ProQuest platform including historical newspapers, 
magazine archives and government documents for an 
expanded field of inquiry.

YOU MIGHT ALSO BE INTERESTED IN...
American Periodicals from the Center  
for Research Libraries
Through an innovative partnership, ProQuest and the 
Center for Research Libraries (CRL), a consortium 
of North American universities, colleges and 
independent research libraries, are offering full-
colour, digital access to a broad range of American 
periodicals. American Periodicals from the Center 
for Research Libraries contains full-text and full-
colour scans of journal content that can be cross-
searched with American Periodicals Series, ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers, and many other leading 
collections from ProQuest.

Speak to your Sales Specialist for more information about 
American Periodicals Series! 
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